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E MADE A COVENANT WITH JACOB, AND GAVE 


FoOREFATHERS TO TEACH THEIR CHILDREN; 
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HAT THEIR POSTERITY MIGHT KNOW IT, AND 
THE CHILDREN WHICH WERE YET UN BORN; 
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To Tre INTENT, THAT WHEN THEY CAME UP, 
- THEY MIGHT SHEW THEIR CHILDREN THE 
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HAT THEY MIGHT PUT THEIR TRUST IN Gop, 
AND NOT TO FORGET THE WoRKsS or Gos, 
BUT TO KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS. 


* 
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ſably neceſſary in all Countries and at all Pe- 
riods, has more particularly requ 

ountry at the preſent momentous Period. The 

| awful Events, which are now paſſing in a neighbour- 
nung Kingdom, are calculated to awaken a moſt power- 


IsRAEL A Law, waicy HE COMMANDED. QUR - 


RELIGIOUS Education, though! indiſpen- 
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A 
ful Senſe of the Importance of Choiftlanity.” NK 
in Impiety, that theſe unprecedented Calamities have 
originated. The human Species could never have 


ſo totally put off the amiable and the. dignifying 


Characteriſtics of their Nature, had they not pre- 
viouſly withdrawn their Minds from N 


_ of a God gh a future World. 


of — 


Ix is our Duty to —— this Speaacie with | 


a ſolemn Attention: to derive even from the Miſeries 


of others a Benefit to ourſelves: and to ſecure our 


Country from a ſimilar Fate by avoiding the Paths, 
through which that devoted People have paſſed to 


Guilt, to Sorrow, and to Ruin. 


Tur leading Path was Irreligion. 


ha is therefore our - indiſpenſable Duty at the pre- 
ſent Day ſtedfaſtly to oppoſe ſuch Principles and 
Practices as may tend to weaken the Cauſe of Chriſ- 
tianity. We are called upon to do it both in our 


oon Sentiments and Conduct, and in our Care of the 


Wenn e We have ourſe lves deviated very 
8 Ty . 


ruined by the Fall. Let us then learn Wiſdom our- 
ſelves from ſuch a ſtriking Example, and 


Race that ſhall ſucceed us 
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Crimes and the ſame Dangers. Vo = 
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Ir will be my Endeavour in the preſent Diſeourſfe. 
firſt to point out of the leading Cauſes, 5 | 
have lately weakened the Chriſtian Spirit among us, 
and then to ſhew the Neceſſity of rearing our Chili. 


dren in the Paths of Holineſs—in order moſt 1 2 
* tually to check the $ of Infidelity and A | _ 
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Tur firſt Circumſtanee, which 1 ſhall bring for: 
ward, is the Ignorance, which too generally 
vails, upon religious Subjects. The higher Orders 1 


2 


* 
2 
4 


K 


capable of confirming their Faith by a 


P , a 
- - 

* 2 

J 

: 8 1 
* " —— % 

1 
5 
5 
* 
- 

4 

« H 

x — 
b 

* 
Pas” - 
= 
4 
e ; 
4 
7 ; f 


—— ——  — 


OE as on Lo 


— 


Knowledge =_ 


2 
9 


ours 


— 


—— — — — — ns 


6 U =P. 


Knowledge of the Hiſtory. of Chriſtianity, and of the 
Argu aents, by which it has been defended, little 
| heed. this important. Duty of their Religion, and 
neglect to fortify their Minds by ſuch a Knowledge 
againſt the Attacks of it's Adverſaries. Among the 
lower Orders of Soc ety, - Catechetical Inſtruction, 
which cannot be too frequently and too ſeriouſly re- 
garded, and Which ſhould be continued to the laſt 
Moment of their ear ly. Exiſtence, is confined to an 
Age, at which the Mind i is in general thoughtleſs, 
and inſufficient. to contemplate ſuch awful Truths 
with a proper Attention; and through the remaining 
Period of their Lives it is little reflected upon, little 
underſtood, and frequently | not even known. Among 
ſuch a People i in vain can we expect a powerful and a 
certain Safeguard againſt the Propagation of irreligious 
Principles. If they know not why they are Chriſ- 
tians, how can they be ſecured from aſſenting to the 
heretical and infidel Doctrines, which * be pro- 
poſed to them? 


| TonoRANCE 3s the Parent of Indifference. And 
when a Man has relaxed his Zeal for the Truth, an 
Adverſary 


* 


Adverſary may eafily ſeduce him to an oppoſite Doc 
trine and Practice. Hence a moſt alarming Danger 

reſults to Chriſtianity, when they, who have em- 
braced its Precepts, fix not deeply in their Minds a 
| Senſe of its Importance, and make it not the Subject 
of their private Meditations, of their inward Con- : 
viction, and of their reaſonable and zealous Faith: 


Or when they forego their Neſpect for the Inſtitu- 5 


tions, which the Church has ordained; and neglect 
the Forms and public Services, by which alone true 
Devotion can be generally and uniformly ſupported: : 
Or when, true in theſe Particulars, they yet betray 
their Cauſe by not boldly, and on every proper Oc- 
caſion, avowing the Faith and Conviction, which they 
feel: when, from a falſe and reprehenſible Species R 
Shame, from the Fear of Singularity” or of the Ri- 
dicule of their Aſſociates, they permit the subject, | 
upon which all their Hopes depend through all Eter= 
nity, to be treated in their Preſence with Contempt 
or with Ridicule without Oppoſition and without a 
Murmur. Through ſuch unmanly and culpable 
Coldneſs many Ciriſtians have been gradually and 
almoſt imperceptibly ſeduced from thoſe Princi ples 


af DA inſtructed Pea their inexperienced and car 
Dn Aenne in 8 F prepares us er 
** Peruſal of the ſceptical and atheiſtical Co 
tions, which have diſgraced the Century which. is 
now cloſing. They poſſeſs all the Advantages, which 
Writing, can receive from Wit, from Sophiſtry, and 
from the Imagination: and when once our Minds 
are deadened to that ſtrong Senſe of the religious 
Principle, which would oblige us to recoil with Ap- 
prehenſion even from the Contemplation of ſuch 
Subjects, they are eminently. calculated to ſeduce us 
by elegant and impaſſioned Deſcription, or to unſettle 
us by. ſubtle and plauſible Objections. Every Man, 
however powerful be his Intelle&, unleſs his Faith 
be founded upon Reaſon and a thorough Knowledge 


af Chriſtianity, when he ſits down to the Peruſal of 


ſuch Compoſitions, is in Danger of fitting down for | 
the laſt Time in his Life a ſincere and happy 
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„en ee Intercourſe with of 
' Sentiments are hoſtile: to true Religion, we ais gr - 
dually led ourſelves into farcaſtie- and irreverent Ex- 


preſſians upon ſacred dubjects. Severe indeed is the 


Wound, which is thus given to Chiiſtianftey. By this 
indecent Indulgence of ourſelves in a falſe Species of 
Humour, to which a ſerious and a manly Senſe is 


aſhamed to deſcend, we ceaſe to confider thoſe Object 
with Reverence, which ought never to be contem- 


plated but with an awful Solemnity: and by « exerting 


our Irony upon the Parts, which to our defective - 


Intellect may appear the weaker, we find our Reve- 
rence infenfibly diminiſhed for the whole of Divine 
Truth; and we are regularly preparing our Minds to 
receive the plaufible and ſuperficial Arguments of 
ſceptical Difputants. It is painful to remark, that 
ſarcaſtic and irreverent Expreſſions upon facred Sub- 
jects have” formed a ſtriking Characteriſtic . the 
Years, which have! 1100 TT 5 
area we have advanced thus far in our Career 
towards Scepticiſm, we are eaſily perſuaded to concur 
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vhich has prevailed of dads: a very 
alarming . of reſting : our Hopes upon mere 
" Morality, without that Faith which our Saviour and 
His Apoſtles have required of their Foll wits 
"theſe Means we gradually withdraw our Minds from 
the Knowledge of true Chriſtianity, from a Conviction 
of the Neceſſity of a Redeemer : we rely upon our 
own Merits,, upon our own fancied Merits : we form 
for ourſelves the Rulee of our Actions: and we are 

Day after Day wearing away from our Minds thoſe 
awful Senſations of Chriſtian Hope and Chriſtian Fear, 
which the innate Depravity of our Nature, and the 
Mercies of a crucified Saviour, when jointly conſi- 
dered, muſt ſenſibly excite in every - pious - Breaſt. 
And when thoſe Senſations are deadened, the Deluſion 
of modern Philoſophy will ſoon take Poſſeſſion of the 
Heart, which they have evacuated. In ſurveying the 
preſent Age we ſhall find, that an Opinion of the 
all-ſufficiency of mere Morality prevails—in a great 
Degree in the private Sentiments of Individuals, and 
almoſt univerſally in the * of : A 
Philoſophers. Tay en 111511 Wat 


To. 

Taz Conſequence of all theſe Deviations from the 
true Chriſtian Spirit has been an unjuſtifiable Exalta 
tion of the human Reaſon. Man, proud Man, has 
ſet up his own contracted Intelle& as a judge between 
himſelf and his Maker. Whatever is above his Abi- 
lity to account for, he has impiouſly rejected from 
his Belief. Becauſe his Mind is too weak to com- 
prehend the Works and Diſpenſations of the Almighty, 
he has even dared to diſpute their Exiſtence ; and has 
raſhly extended his unſatisfactory Reſearches into Sub- 
jects, which are too ſublime for human Reſearch and 
human Comprehenſion. Hence have ſprung the nu- 
merous free Enquiries, which have polluted the Purity 
of later Times. Hence, with Grief and with Dread 
be it ſpoken, many among us have controverted the 
Hiſtory of Creation, have denied the Exiſtence of 
Miracles, have diſputed the Authority of Prophecy, 
have refuſed their Aſſent to the Divinity of the Sox 
of Gop, and thus have deprived our Religion of all 
the Marks, which it bears, of Heaven and Omnipo- 
tence. It is not ſurprizing, that Men of ſuch Diſ- 
poſitions ſhould conclude. their impious Diſputations 
with every Sentiment, which is hoſtile to Truth and 

0 . 


„ 
Chriſtianity, and thus ſhould pour in among Mankind 
a Race of Scepticks, Infidels, and Atheiſts. * 


In contemplating the Cauſes, which have ſo pow- ' 
. erfully contributed to weaken the true Chriſtian Spirit 
among Us, what we have hitherto advanced, refers 
ſolely: to our maturer Years. But eminently, very 
eminently may theſe Cauſes be accelerated and aug- 
mented by neglecting, in Education, to inculcate re- 
hgious Precepts, and to enforce religious Duties. 
It is in early Life, that the future Man is formed. 
From the School we carry with us into the World 
the Habits and the Sentiments, which decide our 
Characters even to the Grave. It may therefore juſtly 
be aſſerted, that the Mind of a Youth, durin g the 
Period of his Education, is in a great Meaſure pre- 
pared, either to be influenced by the Cauſes which 
lead to an irreligious Diſpoſition, or to hold amidſt a 
' corrupted World his Faith firm and his Morals pure : 
and therefore, that the moſt dangerous Wound, which 
can be given to national Religion, is the Neglect of 

religious Inſtruction in the Formation of the riſing 


by IT 9 

Age. Let us then aſk, whether the Children of this 
Country are brought up with the true Chriſtian Spirit: 
or whether the Mode, too generally purſued by the 
: Inſtructors of our Youth, may not be an additional 
and a very powerful Source of the Infidelity, which 
is now ſpreading among us. To aſcertain the Truth 
let us examine, by what Means we may moſt readily 
induce the Generation to come to remember their 
Creator in the Days of their Youth. 13 


Hz, who is anxious to infuſe a truly Chriſtian. 
Spirit into the Children committed to his Care, will 
carefully inculcate religious Principles, enforce reli- 
gious Duties, and ſtrenuouſly recommend a moſt ſacred 
Obſervance of the Lord's Day. He will not merely 
oblige them to read and to repeat, however frequently, 
the Treatiſes, which explain the fundamental Articles 
of their Faith; but will repeatedly, and in familiar 
Language, and upon every pertinent Occaſion, enforce - 
and illuſtrate thoſe Articles to them from their own 
Conduct and Sentiments; and thus gradually lead them 
of themſelves to give a reaſonable Account of the 
e that is in them, and to form in their Minds a 


C2 reaſonable 
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5 reaſonable and ſatisfactory Creed, aà Series of Chriſ- 
tian Principles, to which they may refer every Action 


and Thought of their future Lives. In enforcing 
— Duties he will ſeverely remark every Action 
and every Expreſſion, which is contrary to their Re- 


ligion: he will remark it as ſuch; as contrary to their 


Religion: and he will endeavour to deter them from 
4 Repetition, not merely from the Fear of preſent 
Puniſhment, but from a Conviction in their own 
Breaſts of the future Dangers reſulting from the 


7 Violation of the Commandments of their Creator. 
He will alſo be rigidly exact in inſpiring them with 


Reverence for every Thing that is ſacred. In their 


| Performances of religious Services, whether privately 


each Morning and Evening, or publicly in the Houſe 
of their God, he will ſtrictly watch over their Con- 
duct, will preſerve perpetually among them a ſerious 


and ſolemn Deportment, and, as much as in him lies, 
will excite in them a true Spirit of Devotion during 
the Continuance of ſuch ſacred Offices by accuſtoming 

them, as far as our imperfect Nature will allow, to 
confine their wandering Thoughts to the awful Inter- 


courſe which is then exiſting between themſelves and 
their 


We. * 1 


their Maker. He will oblige them to conſider the 


Lord's Day, as an hallowed Day, not as a Day of : 


Relaxation and Amuſement merely; ; but as A Day 
of ſolemn Duties and ferious Meditation, as a Day of 
which the greater Part is to be filled up with Actions, 
Words, and Thou ghts, that refer to Heaven and 
heavenly Things. This Circumſtance in a religious 


Education cannot be too forcibly recommended. Among 
the lower Orders of Society the Men of moſt flagitious 


Characters have almoſt un iformly confeſſed, that their 


Career in Iniquity commenced in the Profanation of 


the Lord's Day. It may therefore juſtly be feared, 
that, in the higher Ranks of the Community, a Youth 
ſpent in the Neglect of the Day will lead to an early 
and habitual Neglect of Him, to whom the Daß! is 
conſecrated. PM \ 
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Sven are the leading Points reſpecting Religion, | 


which, if they were faithfully inculcated and uni- 
formly obſerved, would eminently promote the Inte- 
reſts of Chriſtianity. Ten Years of Life, of early 
Life, when the Mind is freſh and unoccupied, and 
when Impreſſions, being the firſt, are moſt deeply 
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fixed and the longeſt retained, were ten Vears, I ſay, 
dedicated to ſuch an holy Diſcipline, the Remembrance 
of them could not be obliterated, the Effects of them 
could not be done away, but by the repeated Attacks 
of Infidelity, by a continued Intercourſe with the Ir- 
religious, and by a long and gradual Advancement 
into Scenes of ſhameleſs Immorality. Such a Gene- 
ration would enter Life with their Hearts pure and 
their Underſtandings diſciplined: and the greater 
Number, far the greater Number, would, from the 
Nature of the human Mind, preſerve their Faith and 

their Integrity to the Hour of their Death. 


LET us now reverſe the Picture: let us contem- 
plate an oppoſite Practice and its Conſequences. Let 
us ſuppoſe, that no Care, ſuch as I have deſcribed, 
has been exerted : that Religion is conſidered: as not 

of the firſt Moment: that the Violation of the Com- 
mandments of God and of the Precepts of our Re- 
deemer is not followed with certain Puniſhment, and 
that the future Conſequences of ſuch a Violation are 
not ſeriouſly and awfully repreſented : that the Ar- 
ticles of our Faith, the Precepts of our Lord, and the 
KEW Hiſtory 


H iſtory of his Goſpel, though regularly perhaps, are 
coldly and careleſsly peruſed and repeated at the ſtated 
Times, are little heeded at the preſent Moment, and 
are forgotten at the next: that the Duties of Prayer 
are either partially neglected, or diſcharged with Haſte 
and with Indifference: that the Day, which is holy 
to the Lord, is not ſolemnly obſerved; that the awful 
Offices of it are undertaken without Seriouſneſs and 
without Reverence ; and that the remainin g Hours are 
given up to Thoughtleſſneſs, Indolence, and indeco- 
rous Amuſements: and that thus the Man comes 
forth into Life with his Mind neither ſtored with re- 
ligious Sentiments, nor confirmed by the Practice of _ 
religious Duties. I fay, let us ſuppoſe all this: and 
then aſk our own Reaſon and our own Experience, 
what Tenor of Life ſuch a Man may fairly be expected 
to hold, in ſuch an Age as this. Let us refer him to 
the ſtriking Characteriſtics of it reſpecting Chriſtianity, 
which we have briefly enumerated at the Opening of 
this Diſcourſe. Is he prepared, in the Ardour of 
Youth, and ſurrounded by vicious Examples, to make 
his Religion the frequent Subject of his private Medi- 
tations, to obſerve with Punctuality the public Duties 
IS. ; .- of 


626 9 
of un and to 0 he with a 1 Indignation - 
the farcaſtic Objections of the Irreligious, which he 
will repeatedly hear in Society ? With what Princi- 
- ples, and by what Practice is he ſecured from falling 
in with the Current which he meets, and from treat- 
ing, like thoſe with whom he may aſſociate, all 
facred Subjects with Irreverence and with Ridicule ? 
What Arguments and what ſerious Senſe of Chriſ- 
tianity can he hold up againſt the . plauſible Doubts | 
and the deluſive Syſtems of the Sceptick and the In- 

fidel, whoſe Writings may caſually preſent themſelyes 

to his Obſervation, or be induſtriouſly ſubmitted to 
. his Inſpection ? Whence can he ſatisfy himſelf, that 
the inſidious Syſtem is falſe, which places all the 
Excellence, which can be required of us, in the 
Performance of moral Duties alone, without any 
Regard to the Services which the Creature owes to 
the Creator? How can he be aſſured, that the human 
Reaſon ought not to exalt itſelf into a Judge between 
itſelf and its Maker, and reject all holy Truths, which 


ſurpaſs common N and mortal Powers of 
e 


FROM 


FRoM what has been faid it will appear, that the 


Care or the Neglect of a religious Education is not 
only of eminent Importance at all Periods, but in the 
preſent Day more particularly tends, the one to the 
Propagation, the other to the Counteraction, of the 
Principles unfavourable to Chriſtianity, I now ſo. 
| calamitouſly prevail. 5 


B it therefore the ſerious Concern of all the 
Guardians of all our Vouth to regulate their Conduct 
in the Diſcharge of their important Truſt by theſe 
awful Conſiderations. To them a great Nation has 
confided it's deareſt Affections and it's proudeſt 
Hopes: to them it is committed to form the Gene- 
ration to come for their Conduct in this World, and 
for their Felicity in the next. Their Behaviour as 
Citizens is in a great Meaſure decided by their Senti- 
ments as Chriſtians: for he, who is diſcontented 
and reſtleſs under the Ordinances of his Maker, is not 
likely to be more reconciled to the Laws of Govern- 
ment inſtituted by Man. | 


D | Mos r 


; 


r 

Moser im portant therefore are the Conſequences 
reſulting from the Cultivation of religious Principles 
in Children. In early Life it regulates their Con- 
duct, purifies their Hearts, and confirms their Minds. 
It controuls their Paſſions, and directs their Wills. 
It introduces them into the World armed and deter- 
mined againſt the Deluſion of Infidels and Speculatiſts. 
It binds them to the Eſtabliſhments, of which they 
are Members, and preſerves them faithful to the 
Inſtitutions tranſmitted to them by their Forefathers. . 
It preſerves their Intercourſe uncorrupt among their 
| Fellow- Creatures, and heightens their Affections as 
Relatives and Friends. It enables them to march 
forward through Life the Guardians of their Conſti- 
tation, the Ornaments of their Religion, the Glory 
of their Species, and the Friends of Mankind. And 
when the Scene of Life is clofing, it ſoftens the Ter- 


rors of Death; it bears them Company to another 
World; and there, around the Throne of Heaven, 
amidſt Angels and Archangels, it recommends them 
to the Mercy and to the Love of the God who 
created them, and of the Saviour who died to redeem 
them. | 
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On the 3 through the Negledt of a reli- 
gious Education, Children are; too frequently diſqua- 
lifted to diſcharge their future Duties upon the Stage, 
on which they are to move. The youthful Mind is 
deſtroyed, before it has the Means of preſerving itſelf. 
Habits of Thoughtleſſneſs and Indolence are formed 
upon that awful Subject, which requires the perpetual 


Attention of the Thought and the continued Exerciſe 


of the Heart. They are, I may almoſt ſay, deprived 


of the Power of Piety by not being early convinced 


of it's Beauty and it's Pleaſures, They are, 1 may 
almoſt add, invited to an immoral and irreligious 
Courſe by not being familiarized to Purity and Ho- 
lineſs of Life. They are ſent forth among Man- 
kind a Race of diſaffected Citizens by being ſtrangers 
to that holy Diſpenſation, whoſe divine Sanctions en- 
force Obedience no leſs to civil Authorities than to the 
moral and reli gious Obligations. They therefore diſ- 
turb the Inſtitutions, which they might have ſup- 
ported; they diſgrace the Community, to which they 
might have done Honour; they pervert Religion to 


promote their own ſecret Purpoſes; or they throw it 
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off Wa e to prepare the Way for Deeds wit ich 
pollute our common Name and Nature. In the End 
they make their own Condition moſt fearful : they 
loſe the only Power, which can ſoothe them amidſt 


Sorrow and Adverſity, in Pain and Diſeaſe : they loſe 
the only Power, which can extract the Sting from 
Death, or deprive the Grave of it's Victory: they 
loſe the only Power, which can ſupport them with 
Faith and with Hope in their Appearance before their 


Maker, and can recommend them to the heavenly 


Enjoyments which are to continue throughout Eter- 


nity. 


ALL the Endeavours exerted timely to guard un- 
laſting Youth, and to keep them in the Paths of 
Piety and Peace, loſe not their Reward : they are ac- 
companied with the pureſt preſent Delight. The reli- 


gious Scenes, in which Children are engaged, muſt 


touch with a ſolemn and moſt ſoothing Pleaſure every 
Heart that is pure. There is not a more engaging Spec- 
tacle, which the Eye of Man can contemplate, than a 


youthful Congregation, like that which now fits before 


us, 
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ns, bending i in A6 to their Maker, or dns 
with infant Voices the Praiſes and Glory of their Re- 
deemer. We employ a Profuſion of Wealth and the 


loftieſt Conceptions of Genius to give Splendor and 
Dignity to our religious Edifices: but the moſt glo- 


rious Ornaments,” with which. we can decorate the 


Temple that is facred to | God, is an Aſſemblage of : 


his laſt and nobleſt Work, collected in the Morning 
of their Days within his holy Houſe, introducing 
themſelves ſpiritually into his Preſence, commencing 
an Intercourſe which ſhall be prolonged through all 
Eternity, and treaſuring up a Store of celeſtial» Feli- 


city, which ſhall continue to be enjoyed when the 


Sun ſhall have ceaſed to ſhine, and the Earth ſhall 
have paſſed away. 


O BLESSED Lord, Jeſus Chriſt, who didſt die for 
the Salvation of all thoſe, who by Faith and Repent- 
ance are rendered capable of Salvation, look down, 
we beſeech Thee, with thy Mercy and Love upon 
this holy Foundation, which is dedicated to Thee, 
not in Name alone, but in Deed and in Truth. And 


grant 
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